MARRIAGE.                       CHAP. XIV.

SECT. 7- Concerning 1. Neekah^ or the solemnisation of
Matrimony. %. Joolwa, or the Jirst Interview of the
new-married Couple.
1. Neekah^ Should the hour at which the bridegroom
reaches the bride^s house, after the preceding perambulation,
be a propitious one, the neekah is immediately performed ;
otherwise it is deferred to the fourth, or any other auspici-
ous hour afterwards. In the latter case, the people all
retire to their own homes, and are summoned at the ap-
pointed time. At this juncture, should any thing in the
bride appear objectionable to the bridegroom, the match
may be dissolved.
The qaxee, or his deputy, is generally present on these
occasions; if not, they send for either of them. Previous
to commencing the reading of the neekah, the bride's people
send a palkeb (palanquin) accompanied by baja bwjuntur
(musicians), for the bridegroom^ mother ; or, in her absence,
for his elder sister, maternal aunt, &c. and until their arri-
val the solemnization of neekah does not take place. They
then commence the business of neekah^ discontinuing the
music, dancing, &c.
The qaxee appoints two bearded individuals as witnesses
on the side of .the bridegroom, and desires them to go to the
bride's party, and request them to issue orders regarding
/H* NeeTcah and Shadee are often used synonymously; though in
iBe^gal the former is only applied to a secondary kind of marriage,
called half-marriage. By the ignorant, it is esteemed unlawful and
disreputable, equivalent to keeping a mistress. Whereas, in reality, it
is the foundation of matrimony, shadee signifying, and being merely the
" rejoicings" on the occasion.
t This ceremony of neeJcali would appear, hy Mrs. Meer's statement,
to Be called, in that part of the country where she resided,, Iwrat (as-
&ighvr&ent>. Because on that night the dowry is fixed, and generally the
hridegroom takes his wife to his own homes Vol. i. j>. 383.        *